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Context
Athens, a south european metropolis. 

Questioning socio-spatial diversity: the 
vertical segregation approach. 

Methodology
Studying segregation through different 
spatial scales. 

Between the macro and the micro scale. 

Sources
More than 130 buildings were studied 

through in-depth interviews with their 

current and past inhabitants.

National census (1991, 2001 et 2011) 

ISTOPOL: Apartment blocks in Athens



Tracing the history of an apartment building: current socio-economic composition 
and past histories. Example of a Building Identity Questionnaire, Akarnanias street, Ambelokipi.

Floor Residents ([approximate] age, occupancy-occupation, type of household, nationality, rental status) by 

apartment and floor.

Basse-
ment

Ap.1 : Occasional use, rental, male, Greece  
Ap.2 : Occasional use, rental, woman, Philippines
Ap.3 : Couple of Albanian origin, rental. originate Couple d'origine albanaise, location. The mother of the building engineer used to 
live in this apartment. 
Ap.4 : Vacant, the former apartment of the building’s caretaker.  
Notes: Both of the appartements belong to the engineers’ family 

Ground 
floor

Ap. 1 : Couple, Philippines, rental. The caretaker and its family lived at this appartement after leaving the basement. 
Note: close social relations with family X, 2nd floor.  
Ap.2 : Family of Albanian origin, rental. 
Ap.3 : Couple (Greece), proprietors. 
Ap.4 : Vacant, under renovation. It was bought in 1996 by family X, living on the 2nd floor, in order to accommodate the grandparents 
that were in charge of their grandchildren during the day.  

1st Ap. 1 : Proprietors by inheritance, Greece.  
Ap. 2 : Proprietors by inheritance, Greece. Aged women (Greece) living with a migrant women as personal assistant (Georgia). 
Ap. 3 : Woman, Greece, rental. 
Note: Apartments 2 and 3 belong to the enginner’s family.  

2nd Ap. 1 : Proprietors by inheritance, Greece, family X.
Ap. 2 : Proprietors by inheritance, Greece, family X. Apartment 2 and 3 are members of the same family. 
Ap. 3 : Temporarily vacant.  

3rd Ap. 1 : Proprietors by inheritance, Greece, family Z, 2 membres.
Ap. 2 : Proprietors by inheritance, Greece, the son of family Z. 
It is the family of the plot owner. Following the antiparochi process, the plot owner gained the 3rd floor, with 2 apartments.  

4th ...



Tracing the history of an apartment building: current socio-economic composition 
and past histories. Example of a Building Identity Questionnaire, Akarnanias street, Ambelokipi.



In-depth interviews: 7 types 

1. Owners by acquisition
2. Owners by inheritance
3. Non-resident owners of the building
4. Land owners (Antiparochi or 

Self-financing)
5. Residents by concession of use
6. Tenants
7. Traders, professionals

 Building identity questionnaire (precise and 
quantifiable questions, as well as open 
questions) 

● General building information,
● Building condition,
● Renovations,
● Real estate investments,
● Building and neighborhood

Different questionnaires
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Carry out a field survey in the context of the sanitary crisis,

September 2020 - September 2021.

– interviews via our personal networks

– team expansion

– more buildings / less interviews per building

– limited relationship with the area of interest / mainly remote access
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Fewer interviews per building = less household stories 

Interview(s) per building %

1 51,6

2 16,7

3-6 27,0

7+ 3,2

More buildings = more stories of polikatikies (Building Identity 
Questionnaire)
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Owner / tenant ratio participating in ISTOPOL in the 
Municipality of Athens 

Owners Tenants

2011 census in Attica 74  % 26 %

ISTOPOL sample 69 % 31 %

2011 census in Athens 60 % 40 %

ISTOPOL: Apartment blocks in Athens



● Balanced distribution according to the 
types of neighborhoods: the only 
exception is the affluent neighborhood of 
Kolonaki

● More tenants in the western districts

Distribution of tenants and 
owners participating in 

ISTOPOL in the Municipality of 
Athens 



● Balanced distribution by type of 
neighborhood for owners and tenants

Distribution of tenants and 
owners according to the 

ISTOPOL "building identity" 
questionnaire in the 

municipality of Athens 



Online survey tool
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Online accessibility.
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Social Science Data Archive
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Apartment block: Petraki str., Syntagma.
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Apartment block: Petraki str., Syntagma.
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Apartment block: Petraki str., Syntagma.



Apartment block: Petraki str., Syntagma.

ISTOPOL: Apartment blocks in Athens


